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de W2NSD 
Tl1is UFO ~ ehvork idea has led me into 

some intercsti11g circumstances. 
While tr}1ing to get Xoel Nelson \V3SSB 

to ru11 anotl1er ad for Uncle George's Ham­
sl'1ack, I me11tioned my 11et scheme and his 
ears perked tip. Seems he has a friend \vho 
has been f ollo\ving ll1e UFO ne,vs for some 
twe11ty }·ears or so 110,,·. Sure enoug~ a bit 
later the 1Jl1011e rang and a Harold Salkll1 
\'.ras calli11g irom \Vashington, D.C. to find 
out ,,,}1al I \Vas pla11ning. I think '''e talked 
for a11 l1c>ur, for he \Vas a mine of informa­
tion. Ile ga\.·e me leads on getting UFO 
pl1otc>s and f a11 bulletins. 

A fe\v \Veeks later Harold called again to 
!)ay tl1at l1c \Vas clo\.vn near Boston ,vith a 
"co11tactee." He invited Lin and me to come 
do\.vn the 11ext da}' a11d talk with \Voody 
Deren berger, \Vl10 claims to have talked with 
tl1e l JFO people and gone with them for 
<l visit to tl1eir home planet. Woody \Vas in 
tO\.Vll \.\'it}1 rJarold to give a lecture the next 
nigl1t and a radio intervie\.v. 

Well, I cot1ldn't pass up heady stuff like 
this. 

We clrove clow11 and t<o1lked with Woody 
for u cot1plc of l1ours and found his story 
fusci11ati11g. I'm afraid that I-Iarold was dis­
uppoi11ted ll1al I came a\.vay still a skeptic. 
Woody n1ost certainly was not ru1 obvious 
fraud and I huvc to admit that there is a 
cl1ance that he may be telling the truth. 
Perhaps \Ve shall see, for he told me that 
the UFO people had recently bought some 
transcei\·crs and that I could expect to be 
in direcl contact \vith them ,vi.thin a month 
on our ham bands. 

He explained that since their telepathic 
ability \vas so \vell developed they had never 
needed radio as a communications or enter­
tainmc11t medium. Ho'''ever, since they are 
DO\\' a11xious to co11tact us \vithout creating 
panic, tl1cy \vill l>e t1sing radio. \\7oody felt 
that the radio amateurs might be the first 
large group contacted. 

I '''onder \vhat prefixes they ,viJ} use? 
Just about C\'Crything has been allocated 
by the ITU except, I believe, the calls start­
ing \vi th 0, 1 and 2. ~1i.Iler has kind of 
used up tl1e I's. so perhaps our friends from 
Lanulos ( tl1at's the 11ame of the planet they 
come f rorn over i11 Alpha Centuri . . . the 

trip onl>' takes a fe,v minutes by space \Varp 
dri,re) ,,·ill use the 0 calls. I do hope the)' 
check \\'ith tl1e ITU before starling thougl1 
... 've don't ,,·ant another upset o\•er the 
use of illegal call signs. 

They might use the call letter prefix of thP. 
area the}' are flying over as part of the call. 
Like 0\Vl::'\SD might be my call if I \Vere 
fortu11ate enough to get a iide in a UFO 
equipped '' ill1 a h<un rig . . . or should I 
use 0\V2NSD/ l? \Vhy not use a simpler 
call, as lo11g as I'm making it up an}'\vay, 
sucl1 as 0\\1 IA? And if they decide to sub­
scribe to 73 . . . \Vhicl1 I assume the)' \vould 
do . . . ,,·hat address should \Ve use? 

Sa}', it you \vork some of these fello,vs 
befc>re I do, }'ou'll let me know about it. 
\von't you? 

The E.l.A. 
The manufacturers of amateur radio 

equipment are no\V organized as a section 
of tl1e Electronic Indt1stries Association. I 
m<1y be putlii1g the matter bluntly, but I 
don't tl1ink I am exaggerating if I say that 
tl1is organizatio11 was born out of frustration 
with t11e Le,ig11e over the Ii1centive Licens­
i11g proposals. T11is is a large a11d powerful 
force a11d may well have a good deal to say 
abo11t the f 11tt1re of amateur radio. 

111 its first move, the EIA has petitioned 
the FCC ,,vit11 regard to the Novices to: 

l . Red t1ce the code speed requirement to 
the minim11n1 consistent mth the Geneva 
Convc11tion of the ff U. Since the ITU 
reg11Jations specify no code speed this 
,,·011lcl mean merel}· the recognition of the 
\lorse characters and the abilit}• to send 
them 
2. Restore phone in the 145-147 ~tHz 
b~1nd. 

3. Set 11p a phone/ C"'" band for No,ices 
on 29 4-29.6 ~fHz. 
4. ?\lake the Novice license a :five vear • 
re11e\val)lc license. 
5. Permit the Novice license to be issued 
to previo11s holders of licenses. 
It '''ill l>c interesting to see \.vhat the 

ARRL renctio11 is to these proposals and if 
they arc p11lJlishecl in QST. 

T11e prol>lem of code speed is one that 
T11r11 to pnp~ 114 
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